
History Substantive Knowledge Breadth Map 

Intent 

To bring History to life through providing first-hand, real-life opportunities for all children to experience, through school activities and beyond, to develop 
their imagination and curiosity. Directing their imagination and curiosity by giving children clues to piece together the events of the past; allowing them to 
make connections with their own experiences and between historical events and support them to make connections through time.  We follow the National 
Curriculum Programme of Study for teaching History and teach it through a themed approach making cross curricular links where possible. 

Year 3/4 Cycle 
B 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 

 
Set in Stone 

 

 
Forts and Kingdoms 

 
Rotten Romans 

 
Rotten Romans 

 
Explosions and 

Eruptions 

 
Our Moving Earth 

NC objectives 

• Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age.                                     

• Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age.                                      

• The Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain.                                                 

• The Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain.                                                

  

Concepts to be 
developed 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

  

Themed 
vocabulary to 

be taught 

Archaeologist, discovery, 
extinct, flint, gather, hunter, 
Mesolithic, Neolithic, 
Palaeolithic, Skara Brae, 
stone, modern, nomad.  

Village, hillfort, tribe, iron, 
bronze, roundhouse, Celts, 
Druids, armour.  

Celts, emperor, legion, 
invasion, Roman, empire, 
villa, chariot, soldier, baths, 
Amphitheatre, shield, 
Colosseum. 

Celts, emperor, legion, 
invasion, Roman, empire, 
villa, chariot, soldier, baths, 
Amphitheatre, shield, 
Colosseum. 

  

Year 3/4 
Cycle A 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Theme 

 

 
Tomb Raiders 

 

 
Tomb Raiders 

 

 
Food Glorious Food 

 
World Kitchen 

 
Marvellous Maya  
 

 
Marvellous Maya  
 

NC objectives 

• The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when 
the first civilizations 

• The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when 
the first civilizations 

  • A non-European society 
that provides contrasts with 
British history – a study of 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900. 

• A non-European society 
that provides contrasts with 
British history – a study of 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900. 



appeared and a depth study 
of Ancient Egypt. 

appeared and a depth study 
of Ancient Egypt. 

Concepts to be 
developed 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

❖  ❖  ❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Understand 
Chronology. 

❖ Historical 
Communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
Interpreting 
Evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
World History. 

Themed 
vocabulary to 

be taught 

Egypt, BC, AD, afterlife, 
ancient, hieroglyphics, 
pharaoh, ruler, cartouche, 
Nile, God, Goddess, tomb, 
Tutankhamun, civilisation 
mummification, sarcophagus. 

Egypt, BC, AD, afterlife, 
ancient, hieroglyphics, 
pharaoh, ruler, cartouche, 
Nile, God, Goddess, tomb, 
Tutankhamun, civilisation 
mummification, sarcophagus. 

  Civilisation, drought, ritual, 
jaguar, scribes, codices, cacao 
beans, maize. 

Civilisation, drought, ritual, 
jaguar, scribes, codices, cacao 
beans, maize. 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 

 
 

Great Greeks! 

 
Our European 
Neighbours 

 
Raging Waters-

Rivers 

 
Raging Waters-Coasts 

 
Invaders and Settlers 

 

 
Vicious Vikings 

 

NC objectives 

• Ancient Greece – a study of 
Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the 
western world. 

   • Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots.                              

 

• The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the 
Confessor.                           

Concepts to be 
developed 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

   ❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 



 

Revised September 2022   Mixed Year Group (Y3/4) from Sept 2022. Cycle A – 2022/23. Cycle B – 2023/24 

Themed 
vocabulary to 

be taught 

Ancient, civilisation, Greek, 
empire, legacies, democracy, 
BC, war, Olympics, Sparta, 
Athens, chronology, 
polytheist, seafaring. 

   Settlers, invaders, invasion, 
Britons, Angles, weave, 
archaeological, tapestry, 
King, settlement, migration, 
pagan, Sutton Hoo.   

Vikings, Norway, raid, pillage, 
invade, kingdom, longship, 
Danegeld, pagans, settlers, 
Lindisfarne.  

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 

 
Alfo Bombing! 

 

 
Battles and Beyond 

 

 
Brilliant Brazil! 

 
Brilliant Brazil! 

 
Out Damned Spot! 
 

 
Out Damned Spot! 
 

NC objectives 

• A local history study 
 

• A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066.                                       

  • A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066.                                      

• A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066.                                       

 
Concepts to be 

developed 
 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

❖  ❖  ❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence.   

❖ Understand 
chronology. 

❖ Historical 
communication. 

❖ Investigating and 
interpreting 
evidence. 

❖ Connections in 
world history. 

 
Themed 

vocabulary to 
be taught 

Allies, axis, bombing, 
evacuation, evacuees, air raid.   

Churchill, Hitler, propaganda, 
allies, Nazi, jews, persecute, 
evacuation, rationing. 

  Tudor, Shakespeare, quill, 
Tudor rose, monarch, line of 
succession, catholic, 
protestant 

Tudor, Shakespeare, quill, 
Tudor rose, monarch, line of 
succession, catholic, 
protestant,  


