
RE Substantive Knowledge Breadth Map  

(Devised from the Northamptonshire Agreed Syllabus 2018-2023) 

Intent 

Religious Education (RE) is taught as a discrete subject using the Northamptonshire Agreed Syllabus. RE is taught to all children except 
those who are taken out by their parents. Our teaching promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils. It 
reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking account the teaching and practices of 
other principal religions represented in Great Britain. Once a week, a visitor from one of the local churches will deliver an assembly to the 
children based on Christian values.  Children are taught knowledge and understanding around a range of religious and worldwide views 
so that they can: describe, explain, analyse and investigate - allowing them to appreciate beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity, 
meanings and values within and between communities (including their own) and amongst individuals. We will not convert or steer 
children towards a particular religious belief. We also implement a timetable of religious festivals which we teach through assemblies and 
awareness days 

 
 

Year 3/4 
Cycle B 

 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Theme 

 

The Bible and 
Stories of Jesus 

 

Jesus’ Role in 
Christianity 

The Teacher, The 
Healer, The 

Preacher 
 
Christmas Topic 

 

Judaism 
 

Judaism 
Festivals & 

Celebrations 
 

Easter Topic 
 

Creation Stories 
(Religious) 

 
 

Creation Stories 
(Cultural) 

 

 
NC objectives 

• Know that stories 
about Jesus are 
found in the Bible. 

• Know that the 
Bible is a special 
book for 
Christians because 
of its stories of 
God and Jesus. 

• Know that the 
Bible comes in 
two parts. 

• Hear stories from 
the Bible. 

• Know the stories 
about Jesus. 

• Hear stories from 
The Bible 
(Gospels). 

• Know that Jesus 
was a historical 
person. 

• Know that he is 
important to 
Christians. 

• Know some stories 
of Jesus and some 
stories he told. 

 
Christmas Topic 
• Know the stories of 

Jesus connected 
with Christmas and 
the importance to 
Christians. 

 
 

• The Synagogue. 
• Torah & The 

Commandments. 
• Jewish Life. 
• Old Testament linked to 

the Torah. 
 

• Shabbat. 
• Passover. 
• Hanukah. 
• Links to Christianity. 
 
Easter Topic 
• Know the stories of Jesus 

connected with Easter 
and the symbols used. 

• Look at use of colours in 
the Easter story. 

 
 

• Stories from the different 
holy books. 
 

• Stories from different 
cultures around the 
world and scientific 
theories. 

 



• Know how Jesus 
linked with the 
marginalised 
people in society. 

• Miracles. 
 

Year 3/4 
Cycle A 

 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Theme 

 
 

 
Islam 

 

 
Islam 

 
 
Christmas Topic 

 
Christianity in Action 

 

 
A study of a Christian 

Charity 
 

Easter Topic 

 
Sikhism 

 

 
Sikhism 

 

 
NC objectives 

• Mosque. 
• Prophet. 
• Muhammad. 
• Holy Qur’an. 
• Muslim Life. 

 

• Mosque. 
• Prophet. 
• Muhammad. 
• Holy Qur’an. 
• Muslim Life. 
 
Christmas Topic 
• To enquire, 

investigate and 
interpret Advent 
and its meaning. 

 

• Find out when Christians 
read the Bible in church 
and at home. 

• Know that reading the 
Bible can help Christians 
think about their 
behaviour. 

• Explore practice you 
would find in a Christian 
family. 

• A study of well-known 
Christian Activists 
(Mother Teresa / 
Salvation Army - William 
Booth / Elizabeth 
Fry).                                      

 

• Know that reading the 
Bible can help Christians 
think about their 
behaviour. 

• The work of Christian Aid 
and Christianity in a 
different setting. 

 
Easter Topic 
• To enquire, investigate 

and interpret Lent and its 
meaning.   

• The study of Lent – 
Selfless Acts and 
Sacrifice. 

 

• Knowledge and belief. 
• Meaning and purpose 

(belonging). 
• Celebrations & 

Ceremonies. 
• The Sikh way of life. 

 

• Knowledge and belief. 
• Meaning and purpose 

(belonging). 
• Celebrations & 

Ceremonies. 
• The Sikh way of life. 

 

 
Year 5 

 
Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Theme 

 
Hinduism 

 
Hinduism 

 
Christmas Topic 

 
Stories of Faith 

 
Stories of Faith 

 
Easter Topic 

 
Humanism 

 
Religious Celebrations 

 
NC objectives 

• Places of 
worship. 

• Deities & 
Scriptures. 

• Dharma living 
a Hindu life. 

 

• Places of 
worship. 

• Deities & 
Scriptures. 

• Dharma living a 
Hindu life. 

 
Christmas Topic 
• Make links 

• Know stories of 
Biblical characters 
that have shown 
faith in the Old 
Testament e.g., 
Moses. 

 

• Know stories of 
more modern 
historical figures 
where faith impacts 
on their way of life 
e.g., Mary Jones, 
Ghandi. 

 
Easter Topic 

• Knowledge & belief 
(Atheism and 
Agnosticism). 

• Meaning & Purpose. 
• Humanist ethics. 
 

• Explore special 
times for Christians 
– baptisms, 
marriages and 
funerals. 

• Compare weddings 
from different 
cultures and beliefs. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

between 
Christmas 
stories around 
the world. 

 

• Look at the events 
of Holy Week and 
make links between 
the story and how 
and why we 
celebrate Easter 
today. 

 
Year 6 

 
Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Theme 

Christian 
Worship 

 

Christian Worship 
 

Christmas Topic 
 

Buddhism 
 

Buddhism 
 

Easter Topic 
 

Religion in Our 
Community 

 

Words of Wisdom 
 

 
NC objectives 

• Visit to a local 
church. 

• Main features of 
the building. 

• What happens 
there. 

• What children do. 
• Look at different 

furnishings. 
• Meet the people 

who go to the 
church and find 
out what they do. 

• Cycle of the 
Christian year. 

• Prayer and its 
importance – 
including the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

• How Christians 
celebrate Holy 
Communion. 

• Roles within a 
church. 

• Visit to a local 
church. 

• Main features of the 
building. 

• What happens 
there. 

• What children do. 
• Look at different 

furnishings. 
• Meet the people 

who go to the 
church and find out 
what they do. 

 
Christmas Topic 
• Christmas story 

from different 
points of view. 

• Amalgam of two 
stories. 

 
 

• Deity & Key Figure. 
• Place of Worship. 
• Holy Book. 
• Buddhist way of life. 
• Special Days. 

 

• Deity & Key Figure. 
• Place of Worship. 
• Holy Book. 
• Buddhist way of life. 
• Special Days. 
 
Easter Topic 
• Look at the role of the 

Holy Spirit within the 
Easter and resurrection 
stories for Christians. 

• Pentecost and its 
significance to Christians. 

• Look at role of key 
characters within the 
Easter story. 

 
 

• Study religions 
represented within our 
community and the 
world. 

• Debate the ‘fors’ and 
‘againsts’ of singular and 
plural communities. 

• Role of Christians and 
different faith groups 
within the community 
e.g., chaplains in 
hospitals etc. 

 

• Study and debate 
Christian, Islamic and 
Sikh values on love, the 
environment and money. 

• Explore how the belief in 
God the creator 
influences Christian 
views on environment 
and climate justice. 

• Explore New Testament 
teachings on living a 
Christian life e.g. “The 
Fruits of the Spirit” in 
Galatians 5 and I 
Corinthians 13 on love 
and consider their 
relevance for today’s 
world. 

 
 


