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Headteacher : Mrs Kelly O’Connor 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Once again we have had an eventful half term and it has been wonderful to see the children so 
engaged in their activities and learning. It was also fantastic to see so many parents/carers         
attend our ‘Come and See’ events and we hope you enjoyed the opportunity to look through your 
child’s work. This term we are looking forward to some Spring weather and our new topics.  

Best wishes 

                           

Mrs O’Connor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Rushden Poppy Cup 

We were all very proud, when the 

Mayor of Rushden and members of the British       

Legion came into school to present us with the 

Rushden Poppy Cup. This was awarded to Alfred 

Street Juniors in recognition of being the school 

making the most significant effort to remember 

those service men and women, from Rushden, who 

lost their lives in conflict. We also raised twice as 

much money as the other schools in Rushden for 

the Poppy Appeal. Thank you very much to those 

parents and carers who sent in donations with their       

children. 



 

A group of Y3 and Y6 children took part in a boccia tournament at the 

Pemberton Centre. Boccia is a target ball sport similar to bowls. Four 

Y6 children helped to run the event which really helped them to        

develop their leadership skills. This was quite hard because the Y1     

children kept running and were very excited but we managed them 

and taught them the game.  By Katherine, Heaven & Jaycee-Rae  

Y6 took part in a mixed futsal 

tournament this term.  Futsal is a 

football-based game played on a 

hard court indoors. It is similar to 

five-a-side football. The games 

were challenging for us because 

some of the players were really 

strong. Although we didn’t win, 

we played very well and were 

awarded the Teamwork Trophy  

which made us all proud. 

Here is a photo of some 

of our organised sports        

activities at lunchtime 

run by our Sports Crew. 



Sports Crew Ambassadors 

We have been thinking about how we can introduce opportunities for ‘active learning’ 

in class. We have chosen to focus on this because we completed an assessment wheel 

to find out how active we are as a school and this was our weakest area.  

We understand that children learn in different ways, so we are putting together a    

PowerPoint to share with teachers to give them ideas about activities we can use in 

the classroom. By Evelina, Nicolai, Harley and Megan 

Wellbeing Ambassadors 

Our project this term is about               

developing our peers understanding of 

ways to encourage positive wellbeing 

and mental health. 

We helped to lead the assembly to 

launch Children’s Mental Health Week. 

By Summer, Lukas, Charlotte-Ann, Evie, 

Lily, Stephen, Vicky and Travis 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 

This term we are working on creating posters to promote the anti-bullying message.  Look out 

for next term’s edition of the Alfo Gazette where we will share our designs. 

By Jacob, Lily-May, Oakleigh, Logan, Marley, Olivia, Oscar and Paige 



 

Mental Health Week 

This week has been Children’s Mental Health Week promoted by the charity 

‘Place2be’. This year’s theme is ‘Let’s Connect’. 

During the afternoon, pupil’s learning has focused on how we connect with others 

and the importance of this for our wellbeing. Additional learning has also focused 

on understanding more about different emotions, as well as the importance of     

talking about how we are feeling.                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We asked the children 

what stood out to them 

about their learning this 

week. 

Evie and Charlotte—Ann 

Eat healthily and drink 

healthily—Ruby 

It’s important to exercise—

Blake 

A smile can make others smile—

Artur 

Connecting can be a smile—Riley 

A wave can make people smile—

Caitlyn 

You can’t always tell how 

people are feeling on the   

inside from how they are on 

the outside—Jacob 

Be friendly to others—

Rainers 



Amy Smith - Olympic Swimmer 

Amy was scared of the water until taught how to swim at age 7. 11 years 

later, Amy qualified for her first international meet at the age of 18, the     

2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games.  
Sponsored Fitness Circuit 

The children took part in a whole school fun fitness circuit which was led by a GB athlete, Amy Smith. Amy really 

inspired and motivated the children to complete 4 exercises: spotty dogs, leg drives, push-ups and star jumps, 

for 1 minute each.  

Amy delivered a really inspiring assembly to the children about how she had motivated herself to become a top 

athlete and how she looks after her body in order to be the best she can be. She also talked about how she dealt 

with disappointment and motivated herself to keep going and not give up on her dreams. 

The children were raising money for new PE equipment for our school. They all tried their absolute best and got 

extremely hot and sweaty.  



This term a number of our Y5/6 children completed the 

Bikeability Level 2 award. The course took four and a 

half days to complete and included: 

 

 

 Starting and stopping with more confidence 

 Passing stationary vehicles parked on a road 

 Understanding the road: signals, signs and road markings 

 Negotiating the road: including quiet junctions, crossroads and roundabouts 

 Sharing the road safely with other vehicles. 

        Congratulations to them all for passing the course.  

 



Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday 8th February was International ‘Safer Internet Day 2023’. 

The theme of the day was  “Want to talk about it? Making space 

for conversations about life online”. We thought about how the 

internet allows young people to experiment and express           

themselves online, but also, how to make positive choices when 

online and recognise that it can be a wonderful place to explore, 

but only if used safely!  

Why not ask your children what they have learned and if there are any important messages that they could 

share with you and the rest of your family about staying safe online. 

As part of Internet Safety Day we completed a number of activities about being safe online. 

We learned that being respectful online means: 

• Including people when they want to be included 

• Being kind and supportive 

• Thinking about how our words and actions make other people feel 

• Understanding that someone might not want the same things as you 

• It is important to listen to other people’s views 

• Not putting pressure on someone and accepting their boundaries 

• Remember, if something seems too good to be true, it probably is! 

                                                                        By Jaden, Lukas and Bryan 

 

 

 

 

Addictive Behaviour - Online Gaming 

We learned about online addiction and how it can affect your 

brain. Online addiction is when you play a game on the        

internet a few times, and a few minutes later you can’t help 

playing the game again. Before you know it, you play the 

game all the time and you’re addicted to it - it kind of takes 

over all of your thoughts. If you spend too long playing the 

game, you can get a headache and actually start to feel really 

sick. We all need to take care to limit our screen time!                                 

Mostly, being on line is great but 

sometimes people make you feel 

bad about yourself. This is when 

it’s time to ask for help from an 

adult. I know how to delete      

numbers from my contacts.   

Online games are a good 

way to stay in touch with 

my friends after school 

when it’s too dark to go 

out.    By Maisie 

The games I play online helps 

me relax after a stressful day. I 

know what to do if anyone  

posts anything that makes me 

feel uncomfortable.  Rainers   

Online games are a good way 

to stay in touch with my 

friends who live a long way 

from me, but I know not to 

connect with people I don’t 

know. By Summer 



English  

The children have worked really hard this half-term to develop 

their use of descriptive writing, focusing on using power         

adjective, verbs and prepositions.  As our class text, we have 

studied Fantastic Mr Fox, analysing the language and structure 

used by Dahl in this classic story.  From this knowledge, the 

children have created a fourth farmer, who is equally mean, 

and written a missing chapter from the story.  

PSHE  

This term, we have asked the children to   

identify a dream or goal they have for their 

future. We looked at ways they can achieve 

these goals with things they can do now and things they 

might need to consider in the future, in order to achieve 

their goal.  

Alongside this, we have also looked at how we can cope 

with set backs and disappointment they may encounter 

along the way.  

Art  

This term, we have studied the artist 

Cezanne and his still life images. From this, the 

children were inspired to first sketch, then paint 

their own still life images of fruit. They have 

worked hard to develop their pencil skills and 

painting technique to create their final piece.  

 

Geography  

As part of our studies, the children have looked at 

the structure of the UK, learning about the       

similarities and differences of countries, counties and cities.  

Alongside this, we have then looked at farming in the UK, 

learning about the different types of farms and how the 

landscape plays a dominant role.  
Music 

The children have had a wonderful music experience 

this term with the fantastic Mrs Taylor. They have 

enjoyed playing instruments and learning all about 

the origin and features of Rock and Roll.  

French 

Tres bien to Blyton. They have all worked really 

well and have shown resilience whilst learning a 

new language. The children are confidently 

counting in French and responding to basic 

questions.  

We opened our mummified 

oranges to see if they had been 

preserved well.  



 

In Science, we have been learning about separating things.  
We have created mixtures such as salt and water, and sand 
and water. We investigated whether they dissolved, sank, 
floated or reacted. Then, we used a range of equipment to 
try to separate them. When we evaporated the water from 
the salt solution, we were left with salt crystals. 

By Charlotte-Ann 

 
In Art, we looked at Monet’s waterlily 
painting.  First, we sketched the     
waterlilies which was difficult. Then, 
we added lily pads. We used              
watercolour paint and pencils for the 
background, lily pads and stamen. For 
the final touch, we used acrylic paint 
for the petals of the lily.  At the end, 
some people added reeds. 

By Caitlyn & Evelina 



 

 

 

In English, Y6 have used ‘The Island’ by Armin Greder as 
a stimuli. An unknown man arrives on a remote island. The 
Islanders know their obligation to care for him but feel 
threatened and frightened by the man's differences. This 
fear turns to anger and the islanders send the man back to 
the sea. The story deals with emotional issues, such as 
refugees, racism, humanity and inhumanity, acceptance of 
difference, communities and fear. The children have used 
their skills of empathy to write character descriptions and 
letters from the man. They also took part in drama to    
highlight the differences between the characters. 

Geography  - Brazil  

In our new Brazil topic, we have 

been working as geographers to 

locate Brazil and its cities on a world 

map. We have looked at the     

differences between human and  

physical geography to find out more 

about the continent of South    

America. We also challenged        

ourselves 

to use 6-figure grid references.      

By Linda and Lily                                   

Science  - Evolution and Inheritance 

We learnt about Charles Darwin’s discoveries on the Galapagos Islands. Darwin 

noticed that different types of finches had a different type of beak, depending on 

the food available on its island. Charles Darwin also discovered something 

strange about tortoises on the islands. Some, that ate plants on the ground had 

short necks but those that lived near trees, had long necks to reach for their 

food. His discoveries proved that animals evolved in order to survive. 

 We also learned about peppered moths and how, 

during the industrial revolution, the white moths 

evolved and turned black so they stayed                

camouflaged on the trees that were covered in 

soot. If they hadn’t evolved they would not have 

survived.                   

 By Katherine, Mason and Bryan 

 

We recently finished our class reader ‘Holes by Louis 

Sachur’ which we all loved. When we realized there 

was a film of the book we decided to have a film night 

to watch it. We wanted to compare the book with the 

film to see if there were differences and which we   

preferred. We thought the characters were played very 

well and we thought most were exactly as the book 

described them - although the main character, Stanley 

Yelnats was a little different to how we’d imagined. 

The camp was different to how we imagined but the 

dust and lizards looked more horrendous than their 

written descriptions. Overall, in my opinion, the book 

was better as it gave more detail and we got to use our 

imaginations more. 

We enjoyed snacks of hotdogs, popcorn and drinks and 

really enjoyed being at school in the dark!                     

By Heaven  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caX_wpyGnwQ   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caX_wpyGnwQ


                                                                                 Weekly Awards 

On a Friday, we hold our weekly achievement assembly.  During the assembly, the Fab Friday Winners receive 

their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that 

week receive the Attendance Cup. The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also   

announced.   

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were: 

Blyton Class:  Keelan, Olivia, Layla 

Blackman Class : Charlotte-Ann, Olivia, Harley Wo 

Shakespeare Class: Mason, Amy, Summer, Linda 

Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been won by:  Blackman, Shakespeare, Blyton, Blackman 

Our ‘Reading Cup’ has been won by: Blackman, Blyton, Blyton, Shakespeare, Blyton  

Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were : Blyton, Blyton, Shakespeare,  Shakespeare, Blyton  

BLYTON  BLYTON BLACKMAN SHAKESPEARE 

Passion 

Freya 

Communication 

Victoria 

Passion 

Stephen 

 

Excellence  

Jaycee –Rae 

Empathy 

Stephen 

 

 

 

Excellence 

Mason 

Resilience 

Linda 
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February 

Monday 21st —School re-opens to pupils  

Wednesday 23rd - Y5 swimming starts 

March 

Thursday 2nd —World Book Day (information to follow) 

Wednesday 8th —Cluster Council Meeting (selected children) 

Monday 13th—Air Ambulance Assembly and wear something yellow day (info to follow) 

Tuesday 14th—Y5/6 Netball Competition (selected children), Y6 Rushden Rotary Quiz 

(selected children) 

Wednesday 15th—School Games Competition (selected children) 

Friday 17th—Comic Relief  

Monday 20th—Dental Team visiting Y6, Y4 Multiplication Test Parents Information Session 

Tuesday 21st—Year 5 Trip to Everdon 

Monday 27th—Easter Service for Whole School at St Peter’s Church 

Tuesday 28th—Alfo Awards (selected children) 

Extra Curriculum Clubs 

Clubs will change this term from the week beginning 20th February. Below are the clubs on offer 
for Spring Term 2. -  booking and payment needs to be via the ParentPay app please. 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Daytime 

 

 

12-1 Sports Crew 

 

 

 12-1 Sports Crew 

 

 

12-1 Sports Crew Choir -  8.30-8.50 
(£1) 

12-1 Sports Crew 

12-1 Crochet  

 

12-1 Sports Crew 

TT Rockstars  - 
12.30 

12-1 Language 
Club 

 

3.35 -
4:30 

Hockey Y3/4 Badminton Y5/6  Art Club Tag Rugby Y3/4 


