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February 2022 

Headteacher : Mrs Kelly O’Connor 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

My first half term back seems to have gone incredibly quickly! I am really enjoying being back in 
school and received such a lovely welcome from the children. We hope your children are enjoying 
their learning experiences - there has certainly been lots to share with you this term.                             
Thank you to all of those parents and carers that came along to support the children with our  
Chinese New Year celebrations, Number Day and Blyton Class’s Roman Day.  It was great to be 
able to invite you all in to school and get back to some sort of normality.                                   
Next term, we have our 150th Birthday Celebrations to look forward to and hope lots of you will 
be able to join us with the activities we have planned. I wish you all an enjoyable half term break. 
Mrs O’Connor 

         
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We celebrated Chinese New Year day and spent time with each of the teachers. 

We completed different activities with each teacher and learned a lot of facts 

about Chinese traditions. We also tasted traditional Chinese food. 

The Chinese dragon dance was amazing (even 

though the head was extremely heavy to bal-

ance on our shoulders) The dragon is a symbol 

of Chinese culture and is believed to bring  

people good luck. Y6 performed the dance to 

parents on the playground   

Origami is Origami is the art of pa-

per folding, which is often associat-

ed with Chinese and Japanese cul-

ture. We followed instructions and  

made tiger bookmarks  - we chose 

tigers because 2022 is the year of 

the tiger. 

In China you’ll see Chinese lanterns hanging in many 

public places, shops, restaurants, and even used as 

street lights. Hanging lanterns is what the Chinese peo-

ple like to do during festivals as they are said to bring 

good luck. During the new year, red lanterns are also 

meant to scare the Nian monster away.  

At New Year it is traditional to 

give a red envelope with 

money inside as a gift to your 

family—this symbolises good 

luck for the new year ahead. 

By Serine, Lacie and Lilly 



NSPCC Number Day 

We took part in NSPCC Number Day. The children were encour-

aged to come to school wearing numbers. They had some   

fabulous ideas, including homemade hats and t-shirts. Children 

took part in a range of fun maths activities throughout the day. 

Shakespeare Class set up and ran a Puzzle Hall. Each year 

group were invited to the hall to have a go at a range of     

challenges. Our Y6’s were fantastic when encouraging and  

supporting the younger children. It was fabulous to see so many children       

persevering with difficult puzzles! The room was buzzing with positivity with 

children being awarded stars for every puzzle they attempted.  

We think the day really helped to promote the importance of maths as an       

essential life skill, as well as showing the children what fun maths is.  

In the afternoon, parents and carers were invited to join in the fun with their 

children, and also find out more about maths in school. Thank you - we were 

overwhelmed by the support of so many of you, the children really loved having 

you in school.  

            As well as having a great day, we also raised £64.74 for the NSPCC  
 

I loved helping the Y3 children to   

complete my maths problems—

although they didn’t need as much 

help as I thought.           Matthew Y6 

I liked completing the games 

and  earning lots of gold stars 

for not giving up. Harrison Y3 



This term a number of our Y5/6 children completed the 

Bikeability  Level 2 award, The course took four half days to 

complete and included: 

 

  

 Starting and stopping with more confidence 

 Passing stationary vehicles parked on a road 

 Understanding the road: signals, signs and road 

markings 

 Negotiating the road: including quiet junctions, crossroads and             

roundabouts 

 Sharing the road safely with other vehicles. 

        Congratulations to them all for passing the course.  

This week has been Children’s Mental 

Health Week promoted by the charity 

‘Place2be’ 

Today is Northamptonshire’s own Mental 

Health Awareness Day – this year’s theme is  

‘It’s the inside that matters’ 

To support this our pupils have worn an item of their school       

uniform inside out. 

During the afternoon pupil’s learning has focused on understand-

ing more about different emotions as well as understanding the 

importance of talking about how they are feeling. The children 

have completed a design focused on a word to describe an 

emotion and these will from part of the display being organised 

by the County Council, which we expect to be in Northampton 

Museum.    



Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday 8th February was International ‘Safer Inter-

net Day 2022’. The theme of the day was  ‘All fun and 

games? Exploring respect and relationships 

online’.We thought about how the internet allows 

young people to experiment and  express themselves 

online, but also, how to make positive choices when online and recognise that it can be a  wonderful place to 

explore, but only if used safely!  

Why not ask your children what they have learned and if there are any important messages that they could 

share with you and the rest of your family. 

Today as part of Internet Safety Day we completed a number of activities about being respectful online. 

We learned that being respectful online means : 

 Including people when they want to be included. 

 Being kind and supportive 

 Thinking about how our words and actions make other people feel 

 Understanding that someone might not want the same things as you 

 It is important to listen to other people’s views 

 Not putting pressure on someone and accepting their boundaries 

 Remember, if something seems too good to be true, it probably is! 

                                                                        By Jaden, Cullyn and Serine 

 

 

 

 

Addictive Behaviour - Online Gaming 

We learned about online addiction and how it can affect your 

brain. Online addiction is when you play a game on the inter-

net a few times, and a few minutes later you can’t help play-

ing the game again. Before you know it, you play the game all 

the time and you’re addicted to it - it kind of takes over all of 

your thoughts. If you spend too long playing the game, you 

can get a headache and actually start to feel really sick. We all 

need to take care to limit our screen time!                                 

Mostly, being on line is amazing 

but sometimes people make you 

feel bad about yourself. This is 

when it’s time to ask for help from 

an adult.            Callum & Matthew 

Online games are a good 

we to stay in touch with 

my cousins who live a long 

way from me.      Lily 

The games I play online help 

me relax after a stressful day. I 

know what to do if anyone  

posts anything that makes me 

feel uncomfortable.   Oliver 



This term , we have focused on developing the children’s knowledge and awareness of the end of the Iron Age and the beginning 

of the Roman Invasion. We have looked at how the Roman emperor (Caesar) tried, unsuccessfully, twice to invade Britain. Before 

finally, under the rule of Claudius, successfully invading on their 3rd attempt. We have used our Geography skills to look at where 

the different Celtic tribes were located and discussed how the Romans may have planned their invasions if they had this 

knowledge.   

Our Roman Day focused on the Arts of this period. Including  designing and making Roman busts, mosaics, pottery  and clothing. 

The children worked really hard to ensure they developed their knowledge and skills during these activities and hopefully have 

shared lots of exciting facts with you.  They finished their day with a Roman game and a mini Roman banquet. Mostly, they     

enjoyed it all - minus the olives.  

Thank you for your support with the donation!  

In English, we have worked on writing a defeating the monster story. We based our model text on a familiar tale,  The 3 Billy 

Goats Gruff, this supported the children to understand the structure of this genre. Last week, the children wrote their Hot 

Write, which showed a marked improvement in their knowledge and application of taught skills! Fantastic effort from all! Go 

Team Blyton!  

Within Science, this term we have developed our knowledge of light and shadows. The children have been introduced to lots 

of new vocabulary and concepts. If you notice as shadow, ask your child where the light source is that has created the shadow. 

Can they put on a shadow puppet show for you? I am sure they would love to.  

Maths this term has focused on multiplying and dividing 2 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers. The children are progressing well 

but equally all need to develop their times table knowledge further to become secure in this. Please encourage them to play 

on TT Rockstars regularly as this is essential in supporting their development. Thank you!  

Have a wonderful Half-Term.  



Dahl Class 

Science 

In Science, we have been learning about 

teeth and digestion.  There are different 

types of teeth because they have different 

functions.   Some animals have the same 

types of teeth as humans.   

We used bananas and crackers to      

demonstrate how the food travels through 

the digestive system.  It was fun and       

interesting but very messy.    

By Olivia & Evie 

Topic 

In Geography, we are learning about food 

and where it comes from.  To link with this, 

we have looked at the artwork of Cezanne 

and taken inspiration from this for our own 

paintings.  We sketched fruit in different         

positions and used watercolour pencils  to 

add tones and shading.   

By Tyreece 



Blackman Class - Year 5 
Our class author is Malorie Blackman.  She is a British writer who held the position of         
Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015.  She primarily  writes literature and television drama 
for children and young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical issues.                                           

Science - Properties and Changes of Materials 

 

We have learnt about how materials are either solids, liquids or gases.  During one of our first investigations, we found out 

that some materials are soluble and dissolve in a liquid, whereas others are insoluble 

and do not dissolve.   

 

Then we learnt how mixtures can be separated using processes such as sieving (for 

mixtures like gravel and  water); evaporation (for solutions 

like sugar and water) and filtering (for mixtures such as sand and water).  We realised that any mix-

ture of a         soluble or insoluble substance and water could all be separated by evaporation, but it 

would normally take longer than 24 hours.   

 

Next, we investigated reversible and irreversible changes. If a reaction 

happens when two           substances are mixed, and a new substance is 

produced, then this is a chemical change and            irreversible. We were 

really surprised with all the gas bubbles made when we mixed vinegar and 

bicarbonate of soda.  We also loved seeing how the Plaster of Paris and 

water made a hard solid substance.  Luckily, we didn’t pour our mixture down the sink!  

 

After that, we explained that some changes caused by heating or cooling can be either irreversible or 

reversible. Stepping up the level of heat, we moved onto burning, and how this formed new materi-

als. This meant that  these changes are irreversible.  

Geography - River 

During  our River topic, this half term, we have learnt about the different parts of a river. These have included the upper 

course, middle course and lower course. In the  upper course, there are channels, waterfalls, rapids, gorges, confluences and 

tributaries and sometimes valleys. Then in the middle course, there are valleys, meanders, oxbow lakes, levees, sometimes 

confluences and sometimes tributaries. Then finally, in the lower course, there are flood plains, deltas and estuaries.   

We went onto the playground to learn about meanders.  We linked arms in groups and followed the path of a river.  When we 

got to the meanders, we realised that the children on the inside bend had to slow down, whilst those on the outside bend had 

to speed up. We learnt that when the water is slow flowing, it creates deposi-

tion (where the silt and small rocks drop to the river bed and get left behind).  

However, when the water is fast flowing, it creates erosion and this is where it 

gets heavier and it wears away rocks eventually creating a quicker route.  

Rivers can be used for many reasons.  These include fishermen, factory owners, 

power generation companies, tourists and water sports groups. Water sport 

groups often use the rivers for water sports and the positive effects are that 

they improve their skills and it could lead to more water sport competitions. 

However there can be negative effects about them using it such as over use and 

that could lead to them damaging the river.  

By Heaven   



Blackman Class - Year 5 
Art - Monet’s Waterlilies 

In Art, we have been studying the 

artist, Claude Monet.  As Monet 

had a real love of producing art 

based around water, this made a 

great link to our current Rivers 

topic in Geography.  

We created our own interpretation of Monet’s Waterlilies.  We 

began by learning sketching techniques to draw our waterlilies, 

before using watercolours to create a beautiful background.  

Finally, we 

used acrylic 

paints to    

create texture 

on our 

sketched     

waterlilies.  

Computing - Databases 

In Computing this term, we 

have been learning all about 

computerised databases. We 

began by studying a database 

about aliens, and we learnt 

how to use the search tools to 

identify aliens which met    

certain criteria.  

We then worked                  

collaboratively to create a 

class database, and created 

our own questions to ask 

based on that data.  

Finally, we had to come up with our own idea for a data-

base, and use the tools and techniques we’d learnt about 

to create it.  We chose a range of themes for our data-

bases, from minibeasts to countries to dinosaurs and even 

Pokemon!  

PE - Dance 

In Dance, we have been 

using a technique called 

‘Dance by Chance’, 

where we came up with 

a range of dance moves 

and styles of move-

ment.  We then worked 

in small groups to     

sequence these moves, using different performance styles, 

such as unison, canon, back-to-back, mirroring etc.  

 

Finally, we                 

incorporated all of our 

learning to create a 

rock ‘n’ roll dance.   

Mission Week -  

Kira Salak 

Our mission week was 

based around the           

inspirational  character of 

Kira Salak.  Kira is a writer, 

adventurer and journalist. 

She has spent her life        

conquering her fears and 

pushing herself to extremes 

in the name of journalism.  

We found out about some 

of her amazing journeys. 

She faced many dangers,           

especially on her 600 mile 

solo trip down the River   

Niger.  Here she faced       

rapids, hippopotamus and 

even natives chasing her in 

their own canoes.  

Perhaps her most daring exploit was in the Congo on the trail 

of mountain gorillas.  



 

 

 

In English, Y6 have used ‘The Island’ by Armin Greder as 
a stimuli. An unknown man arrives on a remote island. The 
Islanders know their obligation to care for him but feel 
threatened and frightened by the man's differences. This 
fear turns to anger and the islanders send the man back to 
the sea. The story deals with emotional issues, such as 
refugees, racism, humanity and inhumanity, acceptance of 
difference, communities and fear. The children have used 
their skills of empathy to write  character descriptions and 
letters from the man. They also described the differences 
between the characters. 

Geography  - Brazil  

In our new  Brazil topic we 

have been  working as ge-

ographers to locate Brazil 

and its cities on a world 

map. We have looked at 

the differences between 

human and physical geog-

raphy to find out more 

about the continent of 

South America.          

Ana-Maria & Kimberly   

Science  - Evolution and Inheritance 

We learnt about Charles Darwin’s discoveries on the Galapagos Islands.    

Darwin noticed that different types of finches had a different type of beak, 

depending on the food available on its island. Charles Darwin also discovered 

something strange about tortoises on the islands. Some, that ate plants on 

the ground had short necks but those that lived near trees had long necks to 

reach for their food. His discoveries proved that animals evolved in order to 

survive. 

 We also learned about peppered moths and how, 

during the industrial revolution the white moths 

evolved and turned black so they stayed                

camouflaged on the trees that were covered in soot. 

If they hadn’t evolved they would not have survived.                   

 By Lacie, Kimberly and Ana 

PE - Volleyball 

Art -  This term we have studied the work of Henri Rousseau. Henri 

was a French painter. We learnt that he never had any art lessons 

but taught himself because he loved art. Even though he painted 

amazing pictures of jungles, 

he never once visited one. 
Lacie  

We had never tried before but we 
quickly learned the skills - we 
practiced the ‘ready position’, ball 
control, sending the ball over the 
net and then how to use these 
skills to beat our opponent.        
We played in small teams and  
had good fun.   Owen and Harry 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Awards 

On a Friday, we hold our weekly achievement assembly.  During the assembly, the Fab Friday Winners receive 

their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that 

week receive the Attendance Cup. The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also   

announced.   

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were: 

Blyton Class:  Kaycie-Mai, Freddie, Martha, Kellie-Mai 

Dahl Class : Mitchell, Charlotte-Ann, Riley, Efia 

Blackman Class : Lily–May, Maisie, Mason, Harry 

Shakespeare Class: Jenson, eliza, Oliver, Sophie M 

Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been won by: Dahl, Blackman, Shakespeare, Blyton, Dahl, Blackman 

Our ‘Reading Cup’ has been won by: Dahl and Blackman Class 

Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were : Blyton, Blyton, Shakespeare, Dahl, Shakespeare, Shakespeare  

BLYTON DAHL BLACKMAN SHAKESPEARE 

Empathy 

Marley 

Teamwork 

Riley 

 

Communication 

Mason 

 

Excellence  

Sophie M 

Excellence  

Martha 

Excellence 

Nhi 

Excellence 

Jacob 

Excellence 

Dang 

This term’s Alfo Awards were awarded for progress or attainment, along with an award 

for one of our values - this term’s value was empathy. 

    

 

         15          15          10   12 



February 

Monday 21st —School re-opens to pupils  

Monday 21st - Friday 25th - assessment week for Y3/4/5 

Wednesday 23rd - Y3 swimming starts 

March 

Wednesday 2nd - SATs Information Evening for Y6 parents - 6pm  

Thursday 3rd—World Book Day Celebration for whole school (details to follow) 

Monday 14th - Mock SAT’s week Y6 

Tuesday 15th  - Rotary Quiz Y6 

Thursday 17th  - Y5 Everdon Trip 

Tuesday 22nd  - Y4 Croxton Park Farm trip 

Tuesday 22nd -  Choir event at Young Musician of the Year 

Thursday 24th -  Choir concert at Alfo 

Tuesday 29th - Easter Service at Saint Peters Church 

Thursday 31st—150th Birthday of Alfred Street Junior School 

 

Extra Curriculum Clubs 

Clubs will change this term from the week beginning 21st February. Below are the clubs on offer for 
Spring Term 2. These will run until the end of the half term. For all clubs, we ask for a voluntary 
contribution of £5 per term -  booking and payment needs to be via the ParentPay app please. 

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3.35 -
4:30 

Craft Club - Y3 

Hockey -  

 Y3&4 

 Dodgeball  - 

 Y5&6 

Journalist Club 
(Lunchtime) 
 

Dance - Y6 

 Choir (Lunchtime) 
 

Football - Y3&4 


