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Dear Parents and Carers, 
We have been so pleased with how well the children have settled back into school and the resilience 
they have shown this term. I would like to take the opportunity to thank all parents and carers for 
their support, particularly with our health and safety measures. I hope you will see from our Gazette 
that we are determined not to let COVID 19 impact any further on the quality of our children’s     
education and are continuing to ensure that they have lots of opportunities to take part in exciting 
and enriching activities within their Bubbles.  

Please keep safe over the holidays. Best wishes 
Mrs O’Connor 

 
 

POWER MATHS AT ALFO! 

This term we are excited to have introduced Power Maths as a basis of our maths   
lesson. This is an exciting mastery approach, which has been recommended by the 
DfE.  It is based upon the concrete, pictorial and abstract approach also referred to as 
CPA. 
  
What is Power Maths? 
Power Maths is a resource that has been designed for UK schools based on research 
and extensive experience of teaching and learning around the world and here in the 
UK. It has been designed to support and challenge all pupils, and is built on the belief 
that EVERYONE can learn maths successfully. The philosophy behind Power Maths is 
that being successful in maths is not just about rote-learning procedures and meth-
ods, but is instead about problem solving, thinking and discussing. 
 
Find out more : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4jiZj28C48   
 
What do the children think? 
Katherine:  I really enjoy working through the books because it’s   already set 
out for me and easier to understand. Bhavini:   I love Power Maths because you 
don’t have to waste time writing out the TBAT, you can just get on with the 
maths! Jaden: I really love using these books because the questions keep getting 
harder and I like a challenge. When I get my work marked, I hardly get any cross-
es. I really like maths now but before, I didn’t. Kaycie-Mai: Power Maths helps us 
to learn different ways to do maths. It has a lot of challenging questions, which is 

fun. Millie-Mai: I like working through the questions because they gradually get 

harder and I never get bored. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4jiZj28C48


 

 

New Class Names  

As you know, we do our upmost to promote a love of reading and books!    

During this coming year, we will aim to support this with exciting new             

initiatives. Throughout  the year,  children will  become involved with different 

activities designed to inspire and enthuse them with a love of books and authors.  In order to 

start as we mean to go on, we have decided to name each class after an author this year!     

Children will spend time studying their author and will hear several examples of their work.  

The classes for the coming year will be known as: 

 
YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

BLYTON DAHL BLACKMAN SHAKESPEARE 

    

Reading is a lifelong skill which we try to develop as your child continues 
their journey through our school.  We are keen at Alfo to develop a love 
of books and escapism as early as possible, which is why we are           
introducing ‘Reading Karate’.  

Reading Karate is a reward-based system for reading at home, where children move up through        col-
oured ‘belts’ (wristbands) depending on how many ‘reads’ they have completed.  We would  greatly ap-
preciate your support with this new initiative, not only by listening to your child read, but by perhaps 
sharing some of your favourite books from your childhood with them too.  



Curriculum Recovery: Based on the book  

"Here We Are"  

by Oliver Jeffers 

We felt that launching straight back into the usual timetable in September would have been challenging, as 

children had had such a long period of time away from their usual daily school routine. The introduction to 

this unit allowed children in all classes the time and space to settle and share their experiences, thoughts, 

feelings, reflections and questions. Activities throughout the unit focused on children engaging in creative 

sessions to develop them as readers and writers, as well as using the book as a stimulus to help make sense 

of their experiences; their relationships with each other; their wider school community and the wider world 

around them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oliver Jeffers’ book is dedicated to his son, Harland, and was written in the first two months of Harland’s 

life. It was inspired by Oliver’s desire to make sense of the world for his son, but is also a gift to all children 

at this time, helping them to make sense of their world and their role in it.  During the first two weeks, we 

delivered teaching and learning activities and experiences based upon the book, and the lesson                   

ideas created by CLPE (Centre for Literacy In Primary Education). CLPE chose this book to build a sequence 

of work around because it provides a powerful vehicle for children to reflect on and make sense of the 

world we are all living in. The words and pictures work together to help children to understand their place 

in the world and to move forward together in a positive and constructive way.   

 

 

  
Whole school    

display of some of 

our  amazing work  



  

            

 

 

TEAM-
BUILDING 

Internet safety 

Internet security is a very important issue to all 

at Alfred Street Juniors – we hope every child 

has a safe and happy experience whilst using 

the internet. 

Making sure children are accessing age               

appropriate content is important, as part of our 

role is to educate pupils to become responsible 

internet users. To the right is a chart showing 

the age restrictions placed on different social 

media apps and services. More information regarding  internet safety can be found on our ASJS        

website at https://www.alfredstreetjunior.org/keeping-safe/links 



 

 

We have had a busy half term in the Discovery Base - our topic is 

‘Growing’ and the children have been busy designing and making 

their own gardens. Water features have been very  popular and have 

even appeared in their story writing, changing the direction of the 

story! Our cooking session on creating a ‘fruit garden’ resulted in 

some delicious looking arrangements!   

During Black History Month, we remember and celebrate the important people from 
the past, and also those who contribute to, and help, our society today. Teachers  
planned a series of lessons, videos, drama activities and assemblies to take place in 
October designed to explore this area of the curriculum. 
Each year group focused on a different inspirational person. Ask your child to tell you 
about the person that they have studied. 



 

BLYTON CLASS 



 



Blackman Class - Year 5 
Our class author is Malorie Blackman.  She is a British writer who 
held the position of Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015. She       
primarily writes literature and television drama for children and 
young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical 
issues. We enjoyed reading her book ‘Contact’.    

Commando Joe -  

Learning Values through Inspirational  Figures 

Our inspirational figure this term is  

Nellie Bly. We found out that    

during the 1800s, this amazing lady 

travelled around the world in just 

72 days.  We learnt all about her 

challenges as she journeyed across 

land and sea. Many people at the 

time thought a woman would not 

be able to achieve such things...how wrong they were! 

We have completed many missions, but my favourite was when we 

were making the biggest tower where we were only allowed to use 

certain items. My team put a tyre on the floor and then we put 

some cones on top.  Next, we put a garden cane through the cone 

and tied it with rope so that it stood up tall. By Eliza 

Nellie has arrived in Paris.   

Build a tower to rival the Eiffel Tower. 

Nellie has arrived in London.  She sees the 

newly-built London Bridge. Work as a team 

to build a bridge.  

Playing the Nellie Bly  

‘Round the World’ Board Game. 

Science - Sound 

Sound Vocabulary: 

Pitch - how high or low a sound is.           

Sound Waves - invisible waves that travel 

through air, water and solids as vibrations. 

Decibel - a measure of how loud  sound is. 

Amplitude - a measure of the strength of a 

soundwave. 

Frequency - a measure of how many sound 

wave cycles there are per second.   By Alex 

In our science unit, we made our own string telephones.  We cut 

the string shorter to see if we could hear each other better, and it 

worked. Lily and I tried to go round a corner, but it didn’t work.      

By Ana-Maria 

 

 

 

In science, we did an investigation to find out which material 

would muffle sound best. We used a decibel meter to measure 

how loud the sound was when we covered the stereo in each   

material. We found out that the wall paper was the best material 

for muffling sound. This surprised me because I thought it would 

be the leather. By Eliza 

                                                                                                                                                           

To finish our unit on Sound, the children 

have been making their own musical      

instruments. We were extremely impressed 

with this guitar which Emilis made at home!  

Class Reader - The Light Jar by Lisa 

Thompson 

The Light Jar is about a little boy called 

Nate.  Nate and his mum move into an 

abandoned cottage (which is really        

disgusting and smelly) in the middle of the 

woods.  One day, mum goes to the shops, 

but she does not return.  Where could she 

be? Nate has to find ways to survive with 

just his imaginary friend, and a strange girl 

he meets in the woods called Kitty.   

By Eliza, Serine and Ana-Maria 

English and Topic - The Ancient Egyptians 

In History this term, we are learning 

about the Ancient Egyptians. We have 

learned about the different kingdoms 

of Ancient Egypt. We have also       

studied their Gods.  We used our 

knowledge to make up our own                                

Egyptian God or Goddess.  

We have been working on instructional texts in English. We acted 

out the instructions on how to build a pyramid, and then we made 

up a set of instructions about how to 

make an Egyptian necklace.   

We learned how to mummify a  

human. It made us feel very sick! 

Did you know that they even    

mummified cats?  They would bury 

their mummified cats as well as all 

their treasures alongside the dead in a pyramid.                                         

By Serine and Ana-Maria 



 

 

 

The Life of Walter Tull 

By Evan 

Walter Tull was born in 1888 in Folkestone, Kent, and lived with his parents and four siblings: Cecilia,       

William, Edward and Elsie. Sadly, when Walter was only nine years old, his father (who was born in          

Barbados) died. His stepmother (Clara) found it impossible to cope, and Walter and Edward were sent to 

live in a children’s home. Just two years after, his brother was adopted and went to live in Glasgow. Walter 

was extremely lonely without his brother but he joined a football team to take his mind off his sadness.  

Once he was old enough, he trained as a printer, but he was soon spotted by Tottenham Hotspurs and 

went to play for them. Unfortunately, he suffered terrible racial abuse from the supporters, and also the      

newspaper, which called him “Darkie Tull”. Tottenham were embarrassed by this and sacked him so he 

then went to play for Northampton Town until the war started.  

Walter wanted to fight for his country and signed up to join soldiers on the front line in WWI. He was 

awarded three medals for his bravery and became the first black officer in the British Army. Later he 

suffered from shell shock but this didn’t stop him. Sadly, he died in March 1918, while fighting in ‘No Man’s 

Land’, at the Battle of the Somme, from machine gun fire. Bullets hit him in the neck and came out of his 

eye.  Despite his comrades’ efforts to find him, his body was never retrieved so he has no proper grave. 

Walter Tull is remembered today and has a statue and road named after him to remind us all of his bravery. 

Internet safety We have been learning about keeping ourselves safe on the internet. You may think the 

internet is harmless and cannot hurt you, but that’s where you’re wrong. In some cases, it is very, VERY 

dangerous. Please be careful on the internet.                                                                                                   

Online Bullying  Online bullying can happen on any platform, even children’s games Eg. Among Us, RoB-

lox or Fortnite. It can be calling names through messages, being racist, homophobic, and even body 

shaming! It could even be someone at your school sending you horrible things. If any of these things 

happen to you, please tell someone - it’s your right to feel safe.  When making friends online, be careful 

and make sure you can really trust them. They can get close to you and use your friendship as an excuse 

to ask for bad things. It’s called manipulation, where they try to take control of you by asking you to 

send a photo of yourself without clothes. Always remember the ‘Pant Rule’ and          

stay safe. By Courtney. 

Science 

We carried out  an investigation to find out more about 

how light reflects. We had twenty hidden targets and we 

had to reflect light from the torch onto the mirror and  

onto the middle of the target. Some of the targets were 

small and some were large. To be successful, we had to 

change the angle of the mirror each time.  By Bradley                               

Courtney’s fabulous  

Walter Tull Cartoon 

Ellie B, Amelia, Ellie F and Grace carrying out 

an investigation into how light travels in 

straight lines. 



80th Anniversary of the Alfred Street Bombing 
 

 
 

Saturday, 3rd October 2020 marked 
the 80th anniversary of the bombing     
of Alfred Street Junior School when    
tragically, seven children lost their 
lives. Unfortunately, we were not able 
to mark this anniversary in the way 
that we would have liked due to Covid-19, but felt it was crucial to remember this significant event in the history 
of our school and the town. 
To mark this event, the Year 6 children have been learning all about the devastation caused by the bombing,  
listened to and read first-hand accounts of pupils who were in the school at the time, written accounts of the 
day and plotted on maps of the town where the bombs dropped. 
Across the school, each class held a memorial assembly where children heard an account from a former pupil, 
looked at excerpts from the school log book at the time and viewed images of the devastation on the school and 
the local community. In this time, seven candles were lit by each class in remembrance of the seven children 
who died, and a period of silence was held. 
At the same time, a special ceremony was held in the memorial garden to remember this tragic event. In    
attendance was the newly elected Mayor, Cllr Melanie Coleman, and her Consort, as well as two members of our      
governing body - who also represented the local clergy and the Royal British Legion. Mrs O’Connor and Mr Butler 
were also present to represent staff of the school and former pupils. Some new statuettes were laid in the      
garden with crosses and plaques alongside each one. Wreaths were also laid on behalf of Rushden Town Council 
and the Royal British Legion. 

 Bonfire Safety 

 One person should be responsible for the bonfire and children should be             
supervised. 

 Choose a site away from wooden fences, sheds and where children will be playing. 

 Never pour petrol, paraffin or methylated spirit on to a fire - it’s safer to use fire 
lighters to prevent flare-ups. 

 Keep a bucket of water handy in case of an accident. 

 Avoid loose clothing and tie back long hair. 

 At the end, pour water on a bonfire, rather than leaving it to burn out. 

 Sparkler Safety 

Sparklers are often viewed as being harmless but they burn at fierce temperatures, equivalent to a welding 
torch. Follow these top tips for sparkler safety: 

 It is recommended that sparklers are not given to under-5s. 

 Make sure everyone handling sparklers wears gloves. 

 Hold sparklers at arm’s length while being lit and light them one at a time. 

 Don’t wave sparklers about close to other people. 

 Never hold a baby in your arms while you are holding a sparkler. 
 When the sparkler has finished, put it in a bucket of cold water. 



 



Weekly Awards 

Fab Friday Winners receive their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. 
The class with the highest attendance for that week receive the Attendance Cup.  

The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also announced.   

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were: 

Blyton: Nhi, Nicolai, Stephen, Isabella,    Mitchell, 
Eowyn, Hattie, Artur, Tyreece 

Dahl: Heaven, Tyler, Jaycee-Rae, Rainers, Jaden,            
Lily-Rose 

Blackman: Serine, Matthew, Lacie, Jenson, Kimberly, 
Oliver, Lilly-Rose 

Shakespeare: Evan, Ellie B, Zak, Harvey, Amelia,              
Kaycie-Mai  

 

 

 

Blyton Dahl Blackman Shakespeare 

Resilience 

 

Resilience 

 

Resilience 

Owen 

Resilience 

 

Progress 

 

Progress 

 

Progress 

Alex 

Progress 

 

‘Tidy Broom’ award : Blackman, Dahl,  

Dahl, Dahl, Blyton, Shakespeare  

‘Reading Cup’ winners: Blackman,      
Blackman, Blackman, Blackman,         
Shakespeare 

 

    

    

 

TIGERS 

Our fantastic Alfo Awards continue.  Despite not being able to invite parents in at the present time, we 
were able to hold a small award ceremony ensuring social distancing of our class bubbles.  

Well done to the children above. 

 1648 1707 1553 1507 

PANTHERS LEOPARDS  LIONS 



November 
Monday 2nd - Training Day 

Wednesday 11th - Remembrance Day 

Friday 13th - Diwali Assembly 

Friday 13th - Children in Need ’Spotty’ Mufti Day (see separate letter) 

Week Commencing 6th - Anti Bullying Week and Year 5/6 Bikeability (children who signed up to take part) and 
School Council Elections 

Friday 20th - Whole School Odd Socks Day (see separate letter) 

Tuesday 24th - Year 4 and Year 5 Egyptian Experience Day 

Wednesday 25th November—Year 6 WWII Experience Day 

December 
Thursday 3rd - International Day of Disabilities—Whole School Awareness Day 

Friday 11th - Christmas Jumper Charity Day 

Wednesday 16th  - Dolce Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 17th - Alfo Awards (selected children) 

Monday 14th - Christmas Medley 

Extra Curriculum Clubs 

This coming term, we begin to offer clubs. However, due to COVID 19, they will need to be run in year 
group Bubbles. The clubs will change half termly. Below is what will be on offer for Autumn Term 2, and 
these will run until the end of the half term. For all clubs, we ask for a voluntary contribution of £1 per 
session and booking and payment needs to be via the ParentPay app. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3.35—
4:30 

Badminton (Year 5) 

Dance (Year 4) 

Badminton (Year 3) Dance (Year 5)  Badminton (Year 6) 


